Today’s Letter is

Planning and Preparedness
for Preschools and Providers

Daycare and Preschool providers care for one of our most treasured—and vulnerable—populations.
Southwest Nebraska Public Health Department wants you to be prepared for any emergency that
comes your way. Here are few tips.

Prepare for a situation where it is safer to stay than to evacuate by developing a

Shelter-in-Place Kit with items such as:

P  Flash light, battery-operated radio, extra batteries
First aid kit, gloves, blankets, hand sanitizer
Diabetic meds (glucose) and other medications
Duct tape, aluminum foil, rags
Biowaste bags & TP
Food/water & supplies for up to 3 days
Diapers, formula
Supplies for special-needs
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Prepare for a situation where you must evacuate by developing Go-Kits:
“Ready-to-Go File” to include such items as:

Emergency contact info
Medical release

Alternate site directions, contact info m

Roster/attendance

"YW

Facility Go-Kits (some of the same items as you shelter-in-place supplies)

B First aid kit

P  Flash light

P Food/water and hand sanitizer

P  Documentation (Ready-to-Go File)

Child Go-Kits (have the parents provide these)

B Band-Aids

B  Small stuffed animal for comfort
#  Shoes

P Snacks/water

P  Picture of mom and dad




Q Always have a way for you and your staff to be notified of approaching bad weather

J

Location, Notification, and Reunification
Have an alternate site picked out for an Emergency Relocation. Collaborate with other daycares,
churches, schools, libraries, etc.

so you are not caught unprepared. This could be a NOAA radio, alert apps on your
’) 2 smart phone, or sign up for a local mass notification system through your county’s
emergency management.

Have policies for parental reunification after an emergency or evacuation. An emergency does
not exclude you from appropriate reunification with only designated adults.
P Only individuals authorized by parents may pick up child
P  Have in the child’s file 1 or 2 persons that may be authorized in an emergency to pick up
their child. This may be a neighbor or out-of-town person who may not ever pick up the
child on a day-to-day basis, but that could pick them up in a crisis situation.

Business Continuity

Do you have a place that you could continue your daycare services if your facility is damaged?
This is so important to maintain an income, keep staff employed, and increase the confidence of
your customers.

Back up any important data - financial records, child information, insurance -
onto a flash drive and keep off-site.

Practice, Practice, Practice

Practice all situations with staff, children, and parents. These could include
Shelter-in-Place, Evacuation, and Lock-down. Use the local experts to help
you with these.
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Southwest Nebraska
Public Health Department

PREVENT o PROMOTE o PROTECT

For more information, please visit our website www.swhealth.ne.gov
or contact Heidi Wheeler, erc@swhealth.ne.gov, 308-345-4223
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